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     We are in a world of plenty where the majority starve while a few stuff themselves and throw away the excess.  Millions of African children die each year because of malnutrition and lack of basic healthcare while British households each year throw away £10 billion worth of food.  Obscene waste is just one aspect of our world’s massive and increasing inequality.  Ghana is a microcosm of the world.  Despite, or maybe because of, Ghana’s impressive economic growth, the rich have grown richer and the poor 90% poorer.
     We don’t try to redress this situation but we do aim to broaden minds, create opportunities, change individuals’ lives and stimulate awareness of local, national and international issues.  This year our focus has been on health, women’s participation in public affairs and school governance.
Health
     We continued tackling the HIV/AIDS threat with the aim of reducing new infections among the 16-49 year age-group.  A series of radio programmes was broadcast using drama and discussions to deepen knowledge of infected people, of sexual life, to reduce stigma and discrimination and to encourage people to voluntarily be tested.  Activities took place in schools and at village level to promote one-to-one and group-counselling, delaying sexual relations and use of condoms.  A huge billboard was erected bearing the caption, “A FRIEND WITH AIDS IS STILL A FRIEND.”

Empowerment of Women
     In the 2008 general election, the number of women elected to the national parliament fell.  In response we therefore aimed to increase participation of women in governance structures at all local levels i.e. district assemblies, unit committees, school management committees and area councils.  Women were trained in public speaking.  Jingles and discussions were played on Radio Builsa to mobilise public support in favour of increased representation of women in local government elections.  Women candidates were given free air time on radio.  As a result, the number of women elected to Builsa District Assembly in the 2010 election increased from two to ten, the highest number ever not only in Builsa but in the whole Upper East.  Builsa has become a model district for women in local government.
Education

     We visited all junior high schools in the district to assess their management performance, pinpoint any weaknesses and help them draw up programmes of action to improve their administrative systems and procedures in compliance with the government’s standards and codes.  For example, Chuchuliga JHS held a very successful speech and prize day enlivened by the pupils’  music and dancing.  Also the school now has a signboard for the first time!

Radio Builsa 106.5 FM

     It uses a large amount of electricity and suffered a setback when the price of electricity nationally was increased by over 100%.  Strenuous efforts were made to attract more commercial advertising to help with the electricity cost, but large companies are not interested in advertising in the far north where there are no dense concentrations of population.  To avert the threat of disconnection, SERC charity made an emergency grant of £1,300 to pay the outstanding electricity arrears.

     A team of radio staff toured the entire district to conduct recorded interviews with ordinary folk.  They frankly expressed some vehement opinions about government’s performance or lack of it;  and the interviews were then broadcast so that views could be shared throughout the district.  With over a million listeners, our  radio is a watchdog that monitors, prods and forces greater accountability of elected representatives and officials.  Programmes such as “You and Your Health” encourage members of the public to interact over the phone with panellists to discuss a range of physical, emotional and social issues.

Workshops

     The tailoring workshop boomed as never before with a record number of fifty apprentices.  Weavers continued to make beautiful, traditional cloth.
Classes

     Remedial classes for high school pupils, free of charge, were as popular as ever.  Our public library, stocked with all necessary textbooks, provided a quiet haven for serious reading and study.
Building Works 
     SERC charity financed the fixing of iron bars on the doors and windows of the staff house to improve security.  

     Construction of the four guest chalets continued but stopped again when money ran out.

Funding

     SERC continued to be the main funder, followed by Ghana Aids Commission and Ibis Ghana.
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